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TRIVIA:  From 1919 through the 1930s, Denton County residents flocked to a site on Bois 

dõArc Street (now Bell Avenue) across from the Alliance/Morrisonõs Milling plant to swim & 

play.  What was the name of this place?  Answer on page 11.  
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The Denton County Historical Commis-
sion, in celebration of National Historic Pres-
ervation Month, presented certificates to the 
Denton County Judge and Commissioners at 
the May 6, 2014 county commissioners court 
meeting in recognition of their commitment 
and dedication to historic preservation. 

ñOur county historical commission has 
been very fortunate to have had the support 
of the commissioner court in our endeavors,ò 
said DCHC chair, Beth Stribling, adding that 
the county judge and commissioner ñhave 
consistently set high standards and demon-
strated strong leadership in historic preserva-
tion throughout the county.ò 

Stribling directed special attention to the 
beautiful restoration of the countyôs Court-
house-on-the-Square.  Although the CHOS 
has received Texas Historical Commission 
funds for further restoration in recent years, 
the initial rehabilitation efforts pre-date the 
statewide program.   

Other historical preservation projects that 
have received impetus from the commis-
sioner court are the creation of the Denton 
County Historical Park and its museums the 
widely recognized and celebrated efforts to 
save the countyôs old iron and steel bridges 
through an adoption program.  The DCHC  

(See ñCommissioners Court on page 11) 

 

<ðOn May 6, the Denton 
County Historical Com-
mission presented Certifi-
cates of Appreciation to 
the Denton County Com-
missioners Court.  L-R, 
Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Hugh Coleman; Precinct 2 
Commissioner Ron Mar-
chant; County Judge Mary 
Horn; Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner  Bobbie Mitchell; 
Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Andy Eads. 

 

Photo by Joe Duncan 
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Chairmanôs Corner by Beth Stribling  

Our Written History  
Just lately I have begun to realize just 

how many people there are in Denton 
County that are historical researchers and 
writers, busy recording and compiling his-
tory on various topics that relate to early 
Denton County. Some are being published 
ï most are written as documented narra-
tives to be used for research purposes and 
are valuable resources for other historians. 
These historical books and papers are 
making a significant contribution to Denton 
Countyôs written history.  They can be 
found in the Denton County Historical Com-
mission (DCHC), Texas Historical Commis-
sion (THC), and other county historical 
societiesô archives, on shelves and files in 
research records of county libraries and in 
individual collections.    

If you were either a participant or just 
attended the inaugural Denton County 
Heritage Festival on April 12, you would 
have seen many re-enactors and re-
enactments of the Civil War and Recon-
struction era of 1861-1877.  How beautiful 
it was to see the women in the hooped 
skirts on the courthouse lawn, watch the 
drills by the Confederate and Union sol-
diers; listen to Stephen Fosterôs songs, etc.  
The creative person behind this event was 
Deborah Boone- who researched the his-
tory for this history focused educational 
event ï in essence bringing a living history 
experience to all.  She compiled and gath-
ered her notes and with the help of a huge 
committee brought this event to downtown 
historic Denton. She is already researching 
and writing the program for the DCHC 2015 
Heritage Festival.  

During the festival I stopped by the his-
tory booths inside the courthouse.  Aubrey 
Historical Society had their beautifully 
bound limited edition of The History of Au-
brey on display.  It is in its second printing.    
They have also just recently reprinted Bull 
by the Horn, by J.W.  "Skeet" Smotherman.  
The Colony Public Library Historical Com-
mittee booth represented Stewartôs Creek, 
one of the predecessors of The Colony.  
Information at the booth was based on the 
book Bridges to the Future ï The Pre Incor-
poration History of The Colony written by 
Don Beckel, DCHC member and resident 
of The Colony.  

Beckel has also been researching and 
writing the history of the Belz Road Bridge 
that was originally at Duck Creek, relocated 
to a park in The Colony.  This historical 
narrative will go into DCHCôs permanent 
records of Denton Countyôs Iron/Steel 
Bridges.  It is a requirement for a DCHC 
marker.  I have read the draft and it is an 
amazing narrative.   

Other historic bridge narratives are be-
ing written by Morgan Gieringer; Lesley 
Coleman, Highland Village; Jane Flynn, 
Highland Village; Stacy Lotz and Micah 
Petra, Roanoke; and John Callerman, 
Krum.  Gieringer, Dr. Richard McCaslin and 
Dr. Rynell Novak have already completed 
narratives on other historic bridges with 
historic markers.  

Assisting with research and reviewing 
drafts of historical marker narratives and 
working with potential applicants has 
brought me much pleasure and greatly 
expanded my knowledge of the history of 
our county. This is my 10th year to do this 
as chair of the Marker Committee. I still find 
that the small unknown things about a topic 
are often the most intriguing.   

Most recently I visited the home of 
Randy Hunt and Dr. Annetta Ramsay, own-
ers of a beautiful historic house on West 
Oak Street known as the Christal House.  
They are interested in submitting a 2015 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark appli-
cation for their house.  I learned that J. R. 
Christal was the owner of Golden Hoof 
Farm on Jim Christal Road. I had never 
heard of this sheep farm and was curious 
to see the actual site.  

One Sunday afternoon, Gil and I took a 
drive to find the site of the farm. An added 
bonus of this outing was discovering the 
Mouse Hole at the end of Jim Christal 
Road. One- time marker committee mem-
ber Jackye Havenhill had always talked 
about the Mouse Hole and had added it to 
the DCHC marker list of significant topics in 
the county that should have a marker.  It is 
actually an underpass that was built by the 
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway.  All 
brick, covered in graffiti, but so historical. 
Three historical narratives ñPonderò by 
Wanda Taylor; ñJustin, Texasò by Dr. Lisa 

Westkaemper; and ñSanger and the Gulf, 
Colorado and Santa Fe Railwayò by Ida-
lene Fuqua and Tona Batis Payne, chair-
man of Sanger Historical Society; date the 
railway construction to 1886 in western 
Denton County. 

One sad sidelight of the trip was our 
continued journey to the Greg Ranch 1973 
THC Historical Subject Marker on Ripy 
Road. I had not seen this marker since 
2008 when Sudha Arlikatti and I surveyed 
many of the markers in western Denton 
County.   The 2008 photos taken at the 
gate show the house standing at the end of 
the lane.  The house is now gone.  

From Krum we went to Plainview 
Cemetery whose 2013 Historic Texas 
Cemetery application was approved by 
THC; maker is at foundry.   Boy Scout Mat-
thew Myers of Roanoke wrote this narrative 
as part of his Eagle Scout project.   

We returned to Krum by Plainview 
Road so we could see where the Plain-
view Bridge was originally located.  Re-
placement was a steel bridge similar to 
the historic original bridge that had been 
moved to Krum Park.  

Just this week I met with Andrea 
Dzioba, Della Davis and Janice Callerman 
in Krum to begin the process of a 2015 
maker application for the town of Krum. 
The Krum museum is full of research mate-
rials ïmany researched and written by 
Davis.  

Denton County AgriLife staff Maggie 
Javor and Drop Home Demonstration 
member Toni Osborn are researching and 
writing a narrative for a 2015 application 
for Edna Trigg. In their plans is a research 
trip to Texas A & M.  Finally, Girl Scout 
Elise Clements has completed a long and 
interesting narrative on Beulah Harris and 
will submit it along with an Undertold Story 
Application to THC this month. 

Many of us can remember the contri-
butions and leadership of Yvonne Jenkins 
of Argyle, one time director of the Denton 
County Museum, and Dr. Bullitt Lowry, 
UNT history professor.  You will find his-
toric papers and narratives with their 
names attached in our files. . I recently 

pulled   (see ñwritten historyò on p.11)  
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Texas Historical Commission Names Denton a  

ñFirst Ladyôs Texas Treasures Communityò 

 

 

ABOVE, L -R:  THC Executive Director Mark Wolfe, City 
of Denton Economic Development Administrator Julie 
Glover and Denton Mayor Chris Watts at the May 28 
award presentation honoring Denton as a First Ladyôs 

Texas Treasure Community.         Photo by Veronica Maldonado 

 

As Denton County residents and visitors have known 
for years, downtown Denton is a true treasure.  On May 28, 
2014 our county seatôs unique slice of historical preserva-
tion was honored with the prestigious First Ladyôs Texas 
Treasures Community award from the Texas Historical 
Commission (THC). 

During a ceremony in a packed Commissioners Court-
room in the Denton County Courthouse-on-the-Square, 
Texas Historical Commission executive director Mark Wolfe 
presented the award to Denton Mayor Chris Watts and 
Dentonôs economic development program administrator 
Julie Glover.  Denton becomes only the tenth town in 
Texas to be honored as a Texas Treasure. 

Wolfe noted that Dentonôs efforts to rehabilitate and 
revitalize its historic downtown began with the advent of a 
Main Street program in 1989, followed soon after by the 
Certified Local Government program and several other ini-
tiatives including the creation of historic districts in the Oak-
Hickory area west of downtown and the Bell Avenue area 
near Texas Womanôs University. 

Alluding to the Texas Historical Commissionôs Texas 
Historic Courthouse Preservation program, Wolfe pointed 
out that Denton Countyôs efforts to rehabilitate its Court-
house-on-the-Square actually predated THCôs statewide 

program.  Further renovations to the Courthouse-on-the-
Square were accomplished through the THC program in 
2003-2004 with $2.5 million in state funds. 

Mayor Watts spoke of how historical preservation in 
Denton has helped drive an economic upturn that includes 
a thriving residential resurgence in and around the down-
town area.  THCôs Wolfe echoed that view, saying historic 
preservation and jobs go together.  Since the downtown 
area saw its first lofts back in 1992, the number of those 
living within a four-block radius of the Square has in-
creased to about 1,000 residents. 

Wolfe spoke about how the dedicated volunteers of the 
Denton County Historical Commission, the Office of History 
& Culture, museum docents and Dentonôs Historic Land-
mark Commission have all played a part in making both 
Denton and Denton County a place where history is hon-
ored.  The County Historical Commission chair, Beth Strib-
ling and past chairs Peggy Capps, Bob Montgomery and 
Dr. Rynell Novak were saluted for their efforts. 

Touching on Denton Countyôs effort to preserve its his-
toric iron/steel bridges, County Judge Mary Horn told of 
how the relocated bridges have been repurposed by sev-
eral county towns and the Denton Independent School Dis-
trict, where they will serve current and future residentsð
and teach a bit about our history as well. 

Denton city council members Kevin Roden, Joey Haw-
kins and John Ryan attended the ceremony as did county 
commissioners Hugh Coleman, Bobbie Mitchell and Andy 
Eads.  Members of the various historical groups, Chamber 
of Commerce officials, business owners and interested 
residents also enjoyed the festive occasion.  The support of 
both city and county officials has been instrumental in 
downtown Dentonôs success story. 

     In closing, it was noted that Denton County has over 
100 state historical markers, that the city of Denton and the 
county have a treasure trove of historic sites, buildings and 
stories that have been saved to be enjoyed by future gen-
erations.  The award as a First Ladyôs Texas Treasure 
Community will bring further recognition that will generate 
more historic tourism and add to the economy.  

                                                    ðDJ Taylor 

 

 

òThe past is a source of knowledge, and 

the future is a source of hope. Love of the 
past implies faith in the future.ò  

                  ˈ Stephen E. Ambrose, historian/author 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5882.Stephen_E_Ambrose
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Denton County Heritage Festival Brings Sense 

of the Past to the Courthouse Square  

The first annual ñDenton County Heritage Festivalò recognizing 
the  countyôs past was held on April 12.  This yearôs festival com-
memorated the years 1861-1877. 

A crowd of 400-500 visited the Courthouse and grounds to hear 
period music, watch re-enactments of a funeral march, Civil War 
military drills and to hear stories of Denton Countyôs yesteryears.  
Inside the Courthouse community and historic groups  shared infor-
mation with festival visitors.  The festival concluded in the afternoon 
with an old-fashioned ñChautauqua ñ in the Commissionerôs Court-
room featuring Mark Twain (portrayed by John Knouse); a reading 
of Lincolnôs 2nd Inaugural address by Morris Morton, the Emanci-
pation Proclamation delivered by Yul Shelton and a musical per-
formance by mezzo-soprano Jennifer Lane who was accompanied 
by harpist Ellen Ritscher Sackett. 

Planning for next yearôs Festival will commence in the fall. 

ABOVE:  County Treasurer Henderson Murphy (re -
enactor Gil Guerrero) addresses the crowd at the 

opening ceremony.  

 

BELOW:  DCHC members, vendors, re -enactors and 
singers dressed in period attire pose on the Court-

houseôs  northwest steps. 

                                                 Photos by Vicki Taylor 

 

ABOVE:  Members of the 9th Texas Infantry, Red River 
Battalion of Civil War re -enactors muster on the Court-

house lawn at the Heritage Festival.   Photo by Vicki Taylor 

 

 

 

 

LEFT:  The inside of the Courthouse was a busy place 
with community and historical groups dispensing in-

formation.  

Photo by Kelly Sutherland 


